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Ageedatu Tahawi £

Foreward

All praise is due only to Allaah. We laud Him and
beseech His aid and beg forgiveness only from Him
and believe in Him and rely solely on Him. We seek
salvation in Him from the evils of our inner selves
and the vices of our actions. There is none to
misguide one whom Allaah intends to guide. I bear
witness that there is no one worthy of worship but
Allaah, the One who has no partner. I also testify
that Hadhrat Muhammad #% is the faithful servant
and the Last Rasul of Allaah. May Allaah Ta'ala’s
mercy be on him, his family and his Sahabaah
(Radia Allahu Anhum Ajmaeen) and may He bless
them and raise their status.

By the Grace of Allaah the translation of “Agaaidul
Tahawi,” with the excellent commentary by Hadhrat
Muhammad Qari Tayyob (A.R) is in your hands. We
have included :-

Information on Imaam Tahawi (A.R);

Brief History on Qari Tayyob (A.R);

Used our “Quraan Made Easy” translation basics for
the Ayats; :
Inserted the necessary Quraanic reference which ar
not present in the original ;

We have made the translation easy to follow and
simple to understand. Also creating further sub —
divisions in the text format to enable readers to
follow through systematically. Example, if the text
has 3 points with 3 separate commentaries, we tried
as far as possible were practical to separate the 3
point text into 1 point beneath which the relative
respective commentary follows.

This work with it commentary from the Quraan,
Ahadeeth and sound logically elucidation should be
utilized as a standard text book for higher learning.

The current deviant sects and ideologies whe:n
examined carefully will reveal that actua}ly and in
reality these are but the off shoots and siblings of the
older by-gone false concepts of the confused sects
which have been mentioned both in the text (maFn]
and its valuable commentary. One who studies
properly and diligently will be apif:_ f:ace and answer
the objections, challenges, misgivings anq fal_sE
interpretations of the current flood of Bgatu
(erroneous) sects, which are misled and mis-leading.

We make duaa for all who brought this dynamic
work to see the light of the day.

We requeést readers not to forget us in their duaas.
Allaah guides whomsoever He wants towards the
Haqq.

A. H. Elias (Mufti)

1426/ 2005.
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Imaam Al Tahawi

Imaam Abu Ja'far al Tahawi (239 - 321) can be said
to represent the creed of both Ash'aris and
Maturidis, especially the latter, as he was also
following the Hanafi Madhab. -

Imaam Abu Ja'far Ahmad ibn Muhammad al -Azdi.
known as Imaam Tahawi after his birthplace in
Egypt, is among the most outstanding authorities of
the Islaamic world on Hadith and jurisprudence
(figh). He lived at a time when both the direct and
indirect disciples of the Four Imaams of law were
teaching and practicing. This period was the greatest
age of Hadith and figh studies, and Imaam Tahawi
studied with all the living authorities of the day. Al
Badr al Ayni said that Imaam Tahawi was 12 when
Ahmad passed away, 27 when Bukhari passed away,
32 when Muslim passed away, 44 when Ibn Majah
passed away, 46 when Abu Dawood passed away, 50
when Tirmidhi passed away, 74 when Nis'aa passed
away. Kawthari relates this and adds the consensus
of scholars that Tahawi allied in himself in the two
knowledge's of Hadith and figh, a consensus that
included, among others, al - Ayni and al - Dhahabi.
Ibn Kathir says in his notice on Tahawi in “Al Bidaya
wa al Nihaya:" “He is one of the trustworthy
narrators of established reliability and one of the
massive memorizes of Hadith.” Kawthari states: “No —
one disregards Tahawi's knowledge of the defective
Hadith except someone whose own defects have no
remedy, and may Allaah protect us from such.”

Tahawi began his studies with his maternal uncle
Isma’il ibn Yahya al Muzani, a leading disciple of
Imam - Shafi'i. However, Tahawi felt instinctively
drawn to the corpus of Imaam Abu Hanifa's works.
Indeed. he has seen his uncle and teacher turning to
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the works of Hanafi scholars to resolve thorny issues
of figh, drawing heavily on the writing of Abu
Hanifa's two leading companions, Muhammad Ibn
al- Hasan al Shaybani and Abu Yusuf, who had
codified Hanafi figh. This led him to devote his whole
attention to studying the Hanafi works and he
eventually joined the Hanafi school. He now stands
out not only as a prominent follower of that Hanafi
school but, in view of his vast erudition and
remarkable powers of assimilation, as one of its
leading scholars. His monumental scholarly works,
such as “Sharh Ma'ami al - athar” and “Mushkil al -
athar™ are encyclopedic in scope and have long been
regarded as indispensable for training students of
figh. He was in fact a mujtahid across the board and
was thoroughly familiar with the figh of all four
shools, as stated by Ibn ‘Abd al — Barr and related by
Kawthari, and as shown by Tahawi's own work on
comparative law entitled “Ikhtilaf al fugaha.”

Tahawi's “Doctrine” (al- Agida), though small in size,
is a basic text for all times, listing what a Muslim
must know and believe and inwardly comprehend.
There is consensus among the Companions, the
Successors and all the leading Islaamic authorities
such as the four Imaam and their authoritative
followers on the doctrines enumerated in this work,
which are entirely derived from the undisputed
primary sources of Deen, the Noble Quraan and the
confirmed Hadith. Being a text in Islaamic doctrine,
this work sums up the arguments set forth in those
two sources to define sound belief, and likewise, the
arguments advanced in refuting the views of sects
that have deviated from the Sunnah.

As regards the sects mentioned in this work,
familiarity with Islaamic history up to the time of
Imaam Tahawi would be- quite helpful. More or less
veiled references to sects such as the Mu'tazila, the
Jahmiyya, the Karramiyya, the Qadariyya, and the
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Jabariyya are found in the work, It also contains
allusions to other views considered unorthodox and
deviant from the way of Ahl al Sunnah. There is an
explicit reference in the work to the controversy on

the creation of the Quraan in the times of al —
Ma'mun and others.

While the permanent relevance of the statements of
belief in the “Agida” are obvious, the historical weight
and point of certain of these statements can be
properly appreciated only if the work is used as a
text for study under the guidance of some learned
person able to elucidate its arguments fully, with
reference to the intellectual and historical
background of the sects refuted in the work. Since
the present book is intended exactly as one such aid
towards understanding the details of [slaamic belief
with clarity, it is hoped that the quotation of the
entire text of Tahawi's “Doctrine,” which we consider
as the doctrine of Ahl al Sunna wa al Jamaa’a, will
be of benefit to the reader. And may Allah grant us a

true understanding of faith and count us among

those described by Nabi # as the Saved Group.

Kawthari, Magdat L 500 X

The original author, Al Tahwi, was a scholar of
Hadith and a jurist. He was born in 293 in Egypt.
His mentor was his uncle Isma'il b, Yahya al Muzani
who was one of the most learned disciple of Imam
Shafi. However, subsequently, Tahawi parted ways
with his uncle to adopt the Hanafiyy school of
thought, although that did not prevent him from
differing with certain opinions of Imaam Abu Hanifah
himself in preference of opinions of others.

Tahawi also studied under various Hadith scholars
whose number reaches three hundred.
Understandably, several scholars of repute have
showered praise on Tahawi. Ibn Yunus said: “Tahawi
was a trustworthy, well-known, intelligent scholar

11
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succeeded by a scholar of his sta.ture."
'?‘t?ig ‘:iisglgot:phuon should suffice since the ogmic;ng
of Ibn Yunus are considered to be well d_eli ;ﬁ;
statements of fact, espf:ciale‘ when he is g
about scholars of Egyptian origin.

Nonetheless, Dhahabi too has stated in his i“TarﬁI‘(h rz:_:
Kabir” that Al Tahawi was an Outstax}ding. 1n_1;:3h‘1g-3m
scholar of repute. Ibn Kathir has sau?l‘ about him o
his “Al Bidayah wa al Nihayah” that "he wasl one e
the most brilliant and trustworthy scholars
Hadith.” i

The outstanding qualities of his wrmpgis a:;e az
thorough research, abundanqe of material an
attractive manner of presentation. . ‘

One of his works is “Agidah al Tahawiyyah, wh;cl'f ;:15
in the hands of the reader. T‘}le textual m(zlx en‘tli
although a short discourse, is comprestie w_;glus
meaning. It follows the methodology of the p}th -
predecessors and is framed in words that can nf;h il
be easily misinterpreted nor will soon empty ou
meaning to become sterile.

Another of his book is “Ma ani al Athar.” Thistxs a
collection of essays of legal nature uthere he ita] esoe;r
rule and then substantiates it mth' the help o
various evidence. In the course of d1scussmnsh s
also takes up those legal mat_ter.s over w 1-_11;:1
disagreement prevailed a.rn;gnt%.]l tel:le J;I?asﬁ; ;;Eizrsl hig
i W an J s

zﬁogfefg;;]}t:e.a’{‘h?: work inculcates in the reader a
capacity for research and higher learning, raising his
intellectual capabilities. -

Another of his works is “Mushkil al At.har mhw£i$3181
he presents such traditions of the Nabi, on 1‘3:1 o L
peace, that seem to contradict each other. e

endeavors, with great success, to show how V4

could be reconciled.
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Yet another of his works is “Mukhtasar fi al Figh Ala

Furu al Hanafiyyah” which deals wi
' th i
derivative principles of Law. i

Besides these published works th
ere
others to his credit. are several

He passed away in 321 AH. Ma
with him. y Allaah be pleased

M. R. Attique
Toronto, Canada.
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Moulana Qari Muhammad
Tayyib (A.R).

Birth

Moulana Muhammad Ahmad Qasimi (R.A) (1346
AH), the son of Moulana Qasim Nanotwi (R.A) was a
great scholar of Islaam. He was the principal of Darul
Ulum Deoband for forty years. Initially he has two
sons and a daughter who passed away in their
infancy. Thereafter, for a long period, he had no
offspring. The elders of Darul Ulum were concerned
because they wanted the progeny of Moulana Qasim
Nanotwi (R.A) to continue. Moulana Abdus Sami
(R.A) an ustadh at Darul Ulum, said that Sheikhul
Hind (R.A) called him one day and told him to go to
Fatehpur to a saint whose du'as were accepted to
supplicate for Moulana Muhammad Ahmad (R.A).
Moulana Abdus Sami (R.A) did as he was requested.
The saint asked him to come the next day.

When Moulana Abdus Sami (R.A) went to see him the
next day, the saint said that he had supplicated and
that his du'ad had been accepted. He also remarked
that he was given the glad tiding that Moulana
Muhammad Ahmad (R.A) would have a son who
would become a Hafiz, Qari, Alim and a Haji. The
du’a manifested itself in the form of Qari Muhammad
Tayyib (R.A) who was born in Jumadath Thaniyah
1315 AH (1897) in Deoband. His ancestral tree links
up with Sayyidina Abu Bakr 4. His grandfather,
Hujjatul Islaam, Moulana Muhammad Qasim
Nanotwi (R.A) was a famous saint and scholar of the
Islaamic world who laid the foundation of Darul
Uloom Deoband in 1867. )
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Education

Qari Tayyib (A.R) was admitted to Darul Uloom in
1322 AH . All the great elders attended his admission
ceremony where Bismillaah was recited to commence
his education. He was seven years old at the time.
Qari Abdul Wahid Khan Illahabadi (A.R) was chosen
for the task of teaching him the recitation of the
Noble Quraan. He completed memorizing the Quraan
at the tender age of eleven in 1326 A. He had a loud
and melodious voice from his youth and the teachers
would listen with great enthuthiasm to his recitation.
Moulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi (A.R) used to call
him to recite the Quraan. Hadhrat Gangohi (A.R) was
extremely pleased with his recitation and would
make plenty of du’as for him.

From amongst his mentors were ‘Allamah Kashmiri,

Mufti Azizur Rahmaan Uthmaani, Moulana Habibur
Rahmaan, Allamah Shabbir Ahmad Uthmani and
Moulana Asghar Husain (A.R). Qari Tayyib (A.R) said
that he procured the enthusiasm for Hadith from his
father who had an expert ability in explanations. He
obtained the ability to explain the meanings of the
Ahadeeth from Allamah Kashmiri (A.R) and the style
of expressing the laws (Mas'aail) from Allaamah
Shabir Ahmad Uthmani (AAR) who was most
eloquent. He qualified in 1337 AH (1918).

Qari Tgyﬁb (A.R) also had an interest in self defence
and military tactics which he learnt from a pious
saint Amir Shah Khan.

Spirituality

In 1339 AH he took ba'yah (pledge of allegiance) at
the hands of Sheikhul Hind (A.R) when the latter was
Just released from Malta. Sheikhul Hind (A.R) passed
away five months later. Qari Tayyib (A.R) then turned
to Allamah Kashmiri (A.R) for spiritual guidance. The

latter did not make Qari Tayyib (A.R) take bay'ah but
continued guiding him. Moulana Habibur Rahmaan
Uthmani (A.R) suggested to Qari Tayyib (A.R) to take
bay'ah at the hands of Hadhrat Thanwi (A.R), which
he did. In 1350 AH Hakimul Ummat, Hadhrat
Thanwi (A.R) conferred the mantle of Khilafat on him.

Services to Deen.

When Qari Tayyib (A.R) first went to Bombay, the
Ahle Bid'ah (innovators) spread allegations against
him and labeled him the worst kafir since he was
related to all the elders of Deoband due to being their
student or being related to them. Coincidentally,
when he delivered a talk, more than 30 000 people
attended it. He spoke for approximately three hours
and in this while completely over whelmed the
audience. After this speech, he was invited to all
parts of Bombay to deliver talks especially in areas
where the opponents were very vociferous against the
Ulama e Deoband. This series of talks lasted for 29
days. Large crowds attended his talks and Moulana
Ibrahim Balyawi (A.R) conferred the title of "Fatih
Bombay"” (the conqueror of Bombay) to Qari Tayyib.

The condition of the people of Bombay before this
was such that if any Deobandi Alim visited any
Masjid, they would wash the Masjid after his
departure. After Qari Tayyib's programmes, the
people who pointed a pistol at Moulana Abdush
Shakur (A.R) threateningly, now took Bay'ah at the
hands of Qari Tayyib (A.R) and repented from all
their evil acts. i

He was appointed the vice chancellor of Darul Uloom
in 1341 AH during his teaching days. Then in 1348
AH he was appointed the chancellor. During his
tenure as the chancellor, Darul Ulum progressed
tremendously.
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Besides his service to Deen in the form of teaching,
he was an outstanding orator. His talks became
popular from his student days. He could easily speak
on any Islaamic subject no matter how intricate for
two to three hours without any hesitation. His
specialty was in unveiling the secrets of Shariah.

From among his contemporaries were Mufti Shafi
(A.R), Allamah Idris Kandhelwi (A.R) and Moulana
Badre Alam Mirthi (A.R).

He penned many works some of which are: “Science
and Islaam,” “Talimate Islaam,” “The Philosophy of
Salah” and “Tarikh Darul Ulum Deoband.” His
“Mawaa’iz” and “Majaalis” have also been published.

Demise

During his last hours, Mufti Sa’id Ahmad and
Moulana Salim were present. Qari Tayyib (R.A) was
completely at ease. There was no sign of any tension
on him nor was there any groaning. Moulana
Muhammad Ishaq (A.R), the proprietor of Kutub
Khanah Rahimiyah came during the final moments
when Hakim Mahmud was asking Qari Tayyib (A.R)
about his condition and the latter was replying. This
indicated that he was at some ease. Hakim Mahmud
placed his hand on Qari Tayyib's stomach to make a
diagnosis. The latter breathed for about one and a
half minutes and then passed away. The people that
were present did not even realize that he had left this
world. This was in the month of Shawwaal 1403 AH
(July 1983).

AQEEDATUT
TAHAAWI

“We say about Allaah's Unity ! believing - by Allaah’s
help 2 - that Allaah is One 3"

1). The Author begins with Towheed, because it is
the first tenet from amongst the tenets of Islaam, and
it is the first fundamental from amongst the
fundamentals of Islaam and Belief. It is the first
thing that is binding upon a (mature) believer, and it
is the first Da'wat (invitation) of all the Ambiyaa
el agile to their respective nations, era after era, age
after age. To such an extent that Allaah Subhaanahu
Wata'ala had firstly testified to this Himself,
secondly, the angels have testified to this and thirdly,
the knowledgeable ones have testified to this.

Allaah Taala states in the Qur aan:

"Allaah is Witness (He clearly proves to His creation)
that there is no Ilaah but Him and the angels and
men of knowledge (are also witnesses to this, as
proven by their worship and glorification). (Allaah is
always) Maintaining (His creation) with justice
(wisdom and sound judgement). There is no Ilaah
but Him The Mighty. The Wise." {Surah Aal Imraan, verse 18|

And then The Seal of all Ambiyaa # was most
knowledgeable about the Kalimah of Towheed. Allaah
Ta ala says:

Know well that none is worthy of worship but Allaah
and seek forgiveness for your shortcomings and for

the Mu'mineen men and women. (surah Muhammad %, verse
19}
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And then Allaah Ta'ala mentions the word “Anna”
(Surely / Indeed 1 without doubt), which He had
revealed to all His Ambiyaa. This is the word of
certainty.
He says:

We sent revelation to every Rasool before you (O
Muhammad #, telling them) that, “Without doubt
there is no Ilaah but Me, so worship Me only.”
{Surah Ambiyaa, verse 25)

Hence, Towheed, was the Deen of all the Ambiyaa,
and it was the way of the predecessors and the latter
generations, from amongst the truthful and pious
ones, may Allaah Ta'ala’'s peace and salutations be
upon all of them.

2). Holding on firmly to the words of Allaah Ta ala:
"My ability is only from Allaah. Only on Him do I rely
and on]y‘ to Him do I turn." {surah Hood. verse 88}

3). As Allaah Ta'ala says: "He is Pure, and He is
Allaah, the One, the Omnipotent." {Surah Zumar, verse 4}
And as Allaah Ta'ala says: "Our Ilaah and your
Ilaah is One and (therefore) we surrender (Only) to
Him (tD His commands)." (Surah Ankaboot, verse 46)

This is for certainty (that Allaah is One), however, as
a negation (of any other deity), Allaah Ta"ala
mentions: If there were other Aaliha besides
Allaah in the heavens and the earth, the (system
Of th.e) two would be in Cha.os-" [Surah Ambiyaa, verse 22}

An image of this chac: is mentioned in the Aayat: If
there were (others sharing power with Him), then
every Ilaah would have separated his creation (so
that only he should have control over them) and
some would overpower the others (in the fight for
supremacy. This would have resulted in the system
of the universe being reduced to chaos. However,
since the universe is functioning smoothly, it follows
that such a scenario did not occur). Allaah is Pure
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of the partners that they ascribe to Him (Only He

is in control and Wﬂl‘ﬂ'ly of WOI‘Ship]. {Surah Mu'minoon. verse
91)

An image of the helplessness of the partners to divine
actions, is given in the Aayat: "It is Allaah Who has
created you, then sustains you, will then give
you death and again give you life (on the Day of
Qiyaamah). Are there any of your partners (gods)
who can do any of this? Allaah is Pure and
Exalted above the partners they (the Mushrikeen)
ascribe to Him (because none can do what He can
d.O}. " (Surah Room, verse 40}

The negation of many (deities) is the confirmation of
One (Allaah). All the Aayaat that negate Shirk
(polytheism), are proofs for the confirmation of
Oneness.

s ook s ok sk o ool o ok sk ok sk ok o stk sk e o sl e o o sk of sl of e oo ol o o s ok o RO s R sk R o ok

“He does not have any partners !, there is
nothing like 2 Him, and there is nothing that can
overwhelm 3 Him"

“He does not have any partners !,

1). Allaah Ta'ala says: "Say (O Muhammad ),
"Truly my salaah, all my acts of worship, my life
and my death are for Allaah, the Rabb of the
universe.He (Allaah) has no partner. With this
(Towheed) have I been commanded (to adhere to)
and I am the ﬁrst Of the Muslims." \surab An'aam, verses
162,163 )

As Allaah Ta'ala mentions regarding Yusuf ##, (when
he said): "It is not (correct) for us to ascribe any
partners to Allaah" |Surah Yusul, verse 38}, and then he
said: "Are numerous gods better or Allaah, Who is
The One and The Almighty?" isurah Yusuf. verse 39}, and
then He said: Decisions rest only with Allaah. He
has commanded that only He be worshipped. This
is the right Deen, but most people (the Kuffaar) do
not know it" (suan vusuf. verse 401 Allaah Ta ala says,
ordering Nabi #:
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Say, “All praise is for Allaah, Who has not taken
a child (has neither sons nor daughters), has no
partner in kingdom and is not so weak that He
requires an assistant. Declare His greatness in
abundance."” (surah Bani Israa‘eel. verse 111}
there is nothing like 2 Him,

2). As Allaah Ta'ala says: "There is nothing like
Him (nothing can compare with His Being or His
qualities) and He is the All Hearing, the All Seeing
{Surah Shura, verse 11}. That is, there is neither
comparison to Him in so far as being is concerned,
nor as far as quality, nor action, nor rank., nor
status.

and there is nothing that can overwhelm 3 Him"
3). As Allaah Ta ala says: "Allaah is not such
that anything in the heavens and the earth can
defeat him (He is Capable of destroying people
regardless of their power and might). He is the All
KﬂDWing, Powerful." {Surah Faatir, verse 44)

Helplessness exists either because of weakness or
deficiency in the ability of the doer, or due to a non-
existence of knowledge or a deficiency in knowledge.
Therefore, Allaah Ta ala negates the first possibility
with His words of “Qadeer” (All-Powerful), and then
He negates the second possibility with the word
“Aleem” (All-Knowing).

Also in other instances He negates both these
weaknesses from His Magnanimous Being by
disproving each one of them. He says in negating the
first: “And indeed Allaah, He is The Sustainer, The
One with Absolute Power.” Hence Allaah Ta'ala
confirms His Power and Absolute Might, thereby
unequivocally negating any weakness. In negating
the second, Allaah Ta'ala says: “And indeed Allaah
encompasses everything with His Knowledge.” After
He has fully encompassed everything, there is
absolutely no possibility and room for ignorance from
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any angle. And where these two (ignorance and
helplessness) are negated, then weakness is also
negated, and power and might remain on their own.
Nothing more can be said beyond that. It is therefore
fully established that indeed Allaah Ta'ala does
whatever He desires, nothing in the heavens and
earth can overwhelm Him. None can prevent His
actions or avert His Commands.
st o o o o o o o o sheofe e o ool e e ok ok o ol ool e o e o el ek ol ol st sk e e o e s sl ol ol ol bk ok el e sk s b ok o
“There is no deity lother than Him. He is
Eternal 2 without a beginning and enduring 3
without end. He will never perish 4 or come to
an end.”

“There is no deity 'other than Him.
1). As Allaah Ta'ala mentions on the tongues of
Hadhrat Nooh %8, Hood #&, Saalih %8 and Shu'ayb
#8: "Worship only Allaah. There is no Ilaah for
you but Him." (surah Araal, verses 59.65.73.85 }

He is Eternal 2

2). As Allaah Ta'ala says: “He is The First” (suranh
Hadeed, verse 3}. The Qur'aan emphasises it and to be first
is absolute, in that it has no limit beyond it in
beginning. @ There is no beginning. The word
“Qadeern” is used to describe this (something which
has no beginning). However, Allaah Ta'ala uses the
word “Awwal”, this is better than using Qadeem
because it (Awwal) does not denote what comes after
it to be similar to it or that it follows it. For Him are
the Beautiful Names.

without a beginning and enduring 2 without end.
3). As Allaah Ta ala says: “He is The Last” (suran
Hadeed. verse 3. The Qur aan specifies and confirms this.
To be the last is specific in that it is something,
which has no limit in ending. It is something, which
is everlasting. The Arabic word ‘Daa’im’ (continuous)
is used to specify this condition. This demonstrates
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the continuity of His existence. Thus He is ‘Qadeem’
- Always was and will always remain.

He will never perish 4 or come to an end.”
4). As Allaah Ta'ala says: "Everything on earth
shall perish (on the Day of Qiyaamabh if not sooner).
(When this happens,) Only the countenance of
your Rabb the Possessor of majesty and
benevolence shall remain (forever, without ever
perishing)." {surah Rahmaan, verses 26.27 }

In another Aayat, Allaah 3& says: "Everything shall
perish but His Countenance." {Suzh Qasas, verse 88}

Indeed, existence is the essence of His Being. These
(existence and Allaah’s Being) are necessary
corollaries. Thus He is always existent. Never was
He non-existent. It is not possible that (the quality) of
existence be separated from Him and that non-
existence be associated with Him. His existence is
always necessary. His eradication is impossible.
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“Nothing happens ! except what He wills. No
imagination can conceive 2 of Him and no
understanding can comprehend 2 Him.”

1). As Allaah Ta’ala says regarding Hadhrat Nooh s
“My advice to you shall not benefit you if I
intend to advise you while Allaah intends to
send you astray (allows you to stray). {Surah 11,
verse 34}

That is, what Allaah Wills will come to pass, and not
what they (people) desire.

As Allaah Taala says:

Say, “Who can defend you against Allaah if He
intends evil or good for you? Besides Allaah, they
(the Kuffaar and Munaafigeen) will not find any
protecting friend, nor any helper." (surah Anzaab, verse 17)
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2). That is, the power of imagination cannot
fathom or comprehend Him; meaning that the
natural comprehension of imagination and thought,
etc. cannot fathom Allaah Ta ala because they do not
supercede (go beyond) the body and natural senses.
To such an extent that they cannot reach the delicate
blessed celestial forms, either.

It is for this reason that Nabi #% said regarding the
blessings of Jannah that they are, things which no
eye had seen, no ear has heard or no human heart
can perceive. This is notwithstanding the fact that
Jannah is from amongst the realms of physical form
in the celestial world. Hence when these thoughts
and imaginations cannot discern the blessed
physical forms of the unseen, then how can it ever
reach or comprehend Al-Lateeful Khabeer (Most Kind
All Knowing)?

Noor (in general) is devoid of physical or spiritual
form. Allaah Ta ala has created both of them and He
has created their inherent qualities as well. This
Hadith (cited above) is proof that the imagination and
the 1ghts of man cannot fathom or comprehend the
unseen, especially the Being of Allaah Ta ala, Who is
The Unseen.

3). As Allaah Ta'ala says: They are unable to
encompass (comprehend) His knowledge." (suran
TaaHaa, verse 110}

It is mentioned in the Sihaah: “I thought of a thing
and imagined it, and when I understood a thing,
then I knew it.”

Thus Allaah Ta'ala has negated His being
comprehended by the knowledge of the creation.
Thus if His comprehension by the creation is not
possible with their knowledge, what do you say
about their comprehension of Him by their
imaginations? Indeed it is not logically possible for
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the creation to comprehend their Creator, neither
with their sight, nor knowledge nor imagination,
because indeed, complete comprehension with all
things and from all sides, angles, qualities, traits,
effects, actions, etc. are from amongst the Qualities
of Divinity. There is no interference here by the
intelligence of the servant. As Allaah Ta'ala says:
Allaah surrounds (has knowledge of and is in
conirol Oﬁ everything." |Surah 4, verse 126} Allaah Ta ala
mentions in another Aayat: "Allaah surrounds
them from all over" suranh 85, verse 20}

In conclusion, even the power of intellect (of man),

that is besides their power of thought and

imagination, does not have the ability to comprehend

Allaah Ta ala.
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“He is different! from any created being. He is
Living and never dies 2 and is eternally active 3

and never sleeps.”

“He is different! from any created being.

1). As Allaah Ta'ala says: "There is nothing like
Him (nothing can compare with His Being or His
qualities) and He is the All Hearing, the All Seeing
{Surah Shura, verse 11},

This is the negation in general of any being, quality
and action, (being similar to Allaah Ta ala).
Explanation on this has passed. His Being is not
like our beings. His Qualities are unlike our
qualities. Similar are all other attributes and things.
He knows every unclear and vague thing, unlike us.
His power is unlike ours. He Sees, not like our
seeing. He Hears, not like our hearing. Similarly, he
Ascends, not like our ascending and He Descends,
not like our descending. He Smiles not like our
laughter. He Establishes Himself on His Throne, not
like our sitting on our thrones (chairs). Because,
indeed He is not like us. There is no similarity to
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Allaah, nor any equal. Indeed Allaah Ta'ala is THE
Perfect Example. He is The Mighty, The All-Wise.

He is Living and never dies 2
2).  As Allaah Ta'ala says: "Rely only on The Living
(Allaah), Who cannot die and glorify His praises."”

{Surah Furgaan, verse 58}

and is eternally active 3 and never sleeps.”
3). As Allaah Ta'ala says: Allaah (is such that)
besides Him there is no Ilaah, He is Ever Living, The
Maintainer (of everything). Neither drowsiness nor
sleep overcomes Him." (suran Bagara. verse 255}
Since drowsiness and sleep are similar to death, in
fact they are sisters, according to the words of the
Hadith. They are hindrances and obstacles to life.
Complete and perfect life cannot exist with these
deficiencies. Perfect Life is the basis of being
eternally active. Allaah Ta’ala has negated for
Himself the attribute of slumber and sleep. This
negation comes after the words “Ever Living, the One
Who sustains”. This is proof of His Perfect Life and
perfection in being eternally active.
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“He creates ! without His being in need 2 to do so
and provides 3 for His creation without any
effort.”

“He creates!
1). As Allaah Ta'ala says: "Allaah is the Creator
O‘f everything. di |Surah Zumar. verse 62}

Thus the Creator is Allaah Alone, and none else,
because, indeed the quality of creating is unique to
Allaah. Tt is not possible for the creation to create
anything. The creation has itself been granted its
existence (i.e. it is itself a created being), and this
was not possible except by One who was already in
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existence, by Himself. The creation did not come
into existence by itself, so how can it bring
something else into existence? As Allaah Ta ala says,
after expounding on the creation of the heavens and
the earth and everything else: "This is Allaah’s
creation, so show me what those (gods that you
Kuffaar worship) besides Him have created!”
{Surah Lugmaan, verse 11} Allaah Ta'ala says in
another Aayat: "It is Allaah Who has created you,
then sustains you, will then give you death and
again give you life (on the Day of Qiyaamah). Are
there any of your partners (gods) who can do any
of this? Allaah is Pure and Exalted above the
partners they (the Mushrikeen) ascribe to Him
(because none can do what He can do)." isurah Room. verse
40}
without His being in need 2

2). As Allaah Ta'ala says: "] have created man and
Jinn only to worship Me. 1 require neither
sustenance from them nor do I want them to feed
Me. (Rather) Without doubt, Allaah is the Sustainer
(He provides people with their sustenaiice), the
Possessor of absolute power, Strong." (surah Dhaarigaat,
verse 56-58)

The negation of the need for food is the negation of
needs. Nevertheless, Ibaadat (worship) is the object of
(the) creation, according to the Qur'aan Shareef. This
(purpose of creation) was for (the benefit of) The
Creator, and not for the creation (Le. the creation was
not created for their own be.efit but to worship their
Creator). As Allaah Ta ala says: "O pcople! You are
all beggars before Allaah (dependant on Him for
everything) and (Only) Allaah is Independent (not in
need of anyone or anything), Most Worthy of

praise" (Surah Faatir, verse 15).

Since Allaah & is the Absolute Self-Sufficient One
and the creation is in need of Him, for their creation
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and existence, it is not possible for the Absolutely
Self-Sufficient to be in need of the needy.

to do so and provides 3 for His creation without
any effort.”

3). As Allaah Ta'ala says: "Without doubt, Allaah
is the Sustainer (He provides people with their
sustenance), the Possessor of absolute power,
Strong." (surah Dhaariyaat, verse 58} By Allaah Ta’'ala saying
that He is the “the Possessor of absolute power,
Strong”, He is indicating that to sustain (the
creation) is easy for Him. There is no difficulty or
inconvenience in it for Him. Difficulty and
inconvenience are indicative of weakness, and He is
pure from all weaknesses. Allaah Ta'ala says: “the
Possessor of absolute power, Strong.”. In another
Aayat, He says: "Say, 'Should I take as a helper
anyone else besides Allaah Who has created the
heavens and the earth and Who feeds (all His
creation) without Himself being fed (all need Him
while He needs none]?" {Surah An‘aam, verse 14}

Allaah Ta'ala is indicating by the words “Who has
created the heavens and the earth”, at His
Absolute and Complete Power. There is absolutely no
possibility or sign of weakness in Him. And when He
has no weakness, then there is absolutely no
exhaustion or difficulty for Him in sustaining and
providing (for His creation).
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“He causes death ! with no fear and restores to
life 2 without difficulty.”

“He causes death ! with no fear
1l As Allaah Ta'ala says regarding the nation of
Saalih & when they were destroyed and annihilated:
"So their Rabb annihilated them because of their
sins and made their destruction widespread.

Allaah does not fear the consequences." (suah Shams.
verse 14.15)
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As Allaah Ta’ala says: "To Him belongs the kingdom
of the heavens and the earth, He gives life and death
and has power over all things." (surah Hadeed. verse 2}

Indeed full and total power over everything is the
proof of not having any fear of anything, which may
be alive or dead. Fear stems from helplessness,
which is negatory of full and total power and
encompassment. If Allaah Ta'ala did not have the
control over life and death and if these two were in
the control of someone else, then He would feared
(Nauthubillaah) this other being when removing life
from a soul, because it may be that He is causing
harm and opposing (this other being). Therefore the
control of these two (life and death) are not in the
control of any other being. As Allaah Ta"ala says:
"They do not have any power over life, death or
resurrection.” [Surah Furgaan, verse 3}. In fact, these two are
entirely in His Control Alone, because He is the One
Who had created them. As He says: “He has created
death and life.” |suran Mulk, verse 2. In fact, He is also
the Only One Who has the Knowledge of these two
things, not anyone else. As He says: "Indeed it is
only We who give life and death and to Us shall
be the return." (surah gaar. verse 43)

Whom should He fear when taking life?

What is the reason for Allaah Ta’'ala, Most Mighty, to
fear? The possibility of Allaah Ta'ala having fear is
Baatil (spurious), in fact it is nonsensical. The author
has attested to this by stating: “He causes death with
no fear...” Hence we can safely and assuredly say
that indeed Allaah Ta'ala causes death without any
fear and He gives life without any crave.

and restores to life 2 without difficulty.”
2). "Al-Ba'ath” (resurrection), it refers to the life
after death, which will be granted on the Day of
Qiyaamah. As Allaah Ta'ala says: . "Qiyaamah is
about to happen without any doubt and because
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Allaah will surely raise those who are (lying) in
their graves. " (Surah Hajj, verse 7}

Allaah Ta'ala says in another Aayat: They (the
Kuffaar) say, “This is merely our worldly life (to enjoy)
and we will not be raised (resurrected on the Day of
Qiyaamah).” If only you could see (the time) when
they will be made to stand before their Rabb. He will
say, “Is this (resurrection) not the truth?” (Expecting
mercy,) They will reply, “Indeed, by our Rabb!" He
will tell them, “Taste the punishment because you
committed kufr (iﬂ the world).” (surah An'aam, verse 29,30

With regard to there being no difficulty in
resurrection, Allaah Ta'ala says: The Kuffaar think
that they will never be resurrected. Tell them,
“Definitely by the oath of my Rabb! You will certainly
be resurrected and then you will be informed of what
you did. This is very simple for Allaah.” (surah Taghaabun.
verse 7)

That is, there is absolutely no difficulty for Allaah
Ta"ala in resurrecting the creation.

Allaah Ta'ala says: (O mankind! To Allaah) Your
creation and resurrection is like (is as simple as
creating and resurrecting) a single soul (because
either task requires absolutely no effort from Allaah).
Without doubt Allaah is All Hearing, All Seeing
(just as Allaah sees and hears everything at the same
time, He can resurrect all of creation at the same
tlme] " (surah Lugmaan, verse 28)

That is the annihilation of the entire universe by
Allaah Ta'ala is like the annihilation of one soul (i.e.
so insignificant and simple). The reason for the ease
in resurrection lies in His not being dependant upon
anything, and in His absolute Power over everything.
The existence of Allaah Ta ala is complete and so are
His Qualities. This necessitates that He is absolutely
independent of everything else when effecting any
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change or movement. This makes it obvious that for
Allaah Ta’ala to grant life is extremely simple and
easy, owing to His perfection and His Absolute
Power. As Allaah Ta'ala says: "This (creation of man
and reviving of dead earth) all happens because
Allaah is True (without Whom none of this can take
place), because He (Alone) gives life to the dead,
and because only He has power over all things..."
{Surah Hajj. verse )

Since His Absolute and All-Encompassing Power
negates weakness and helplessness, difficulty is also
negated.

Another reason for the ease in resurrection is that it
is merely a repeat (of life given the first time). As
Allaah Ta'ala says: "As We originated the first
creatian, We Shall repeat it” [Surah Ambiyaa, verse 104),

Logically, also, to repeat something is much simpler
than doing it for the first time. Hence, for that Being
upon whom the initial creation was a simple and
untiring matter, the repeat of the same will also be
executed without any difficulty. As Allaah Ta ala
says: "It is He Who originated creation and will
repeat (the act of creation), which (judging in terms
of human experience) will be easier for Him
(because people generally find it easier to do
something they have done before).” (surah Room. verse 27}
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“He has always existed ! together with His
Attributes...”

1).  As Allaah Ta'ala says: He is Allaah, there is no
Ilaah but He. He is the Knower of the unseen and the
seen. He is the Most Compassionate, the Most
Merciful." {Surah Hashar, verse 23)

The meaning of the word “Allaah” which appears in
the Qur-aan, is that Being in Whom is combined all
the excellent and perfect Qualities, which are known
as the “Asmaa-ul-Husna”. In Qur'aanic terminology,
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the word “Allaah” denotes to His Complete Being
with all His Qualities, and not a being which is void
of any qualities. It is a necessary corollary (in the
belief in Allaah Ta'ala) that His Qualities are not
created. It is not possible for any Quality to be
absent from the Being of Allaah Ta'ala at any point
in time. Since Allaah Ta'ala Himself was always
existent, and this is wunanimously accepted
throughout the ages and nations, it follows that His
Qualities were also always existent, and are an
integral part of His Being. It is part of His Being and
cannot be separated. This Aayat proves that indeed
Allaah Ta'ala’s Being was always existent with His
Qualities. Just like He was existent since time
immemorial so too were His Qualities.
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“Since before ! His creation. Bringing creation
into existence did not add anything to His
Attributes that was not already there. As He
was, together with His Attributes, in pre-eternity,
so He will remain throughout endless time.”

1). That is, Allaah Ta'ala was with these Perfect
Qualities before He created the creation. None of His
(already existent, perfect) Qualities were added to or
increased after He created the creation or owing to
the creation. Similarly, none of these Qualities will
decrease after the creation is annihilated, or due to
its annihilation. He always was there with His
Qualities and will remain forever with His Qualities,
prior to the creation and even after their
annihilation. As Allaah Ta'ala says: " Allaah is the
Creator of everything, and He is the
Administrator of all things. The keys (control) aof
the heavens and the earth belong to him. Those
who disbelieve in Allaah’s Aayaat are the real
losers." (surah Zumar, verses 62.63}
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When He created the creation, He was Allaah, Alone.
This is the claim of the Qur’aan. Naturally, the
Creator comes before the creation, otherwise nothing
would be found, if it were not created before. If you
were to find them without having been created, then
it would be necessary to accept that they were
uncreated, and that they are independent of being
created. This is impossible and contrary to the
obvious. This confirms that it is necessary for the
Creator to have been there before the creation. And
since He was always existent, He was so with all His
Qualities, since they are inherent with His Being,
and are not able to be separated from Him.
Therefore, it is confirmed that indeed Allaah Taala’s
Qualities always were existent in Him, just as He was
always existent. Also, for these Qualities to be
separated from Him or for Him to be free of them is
impossible. Similarly, it is more impossible to accept
that new Qualities are created in Allaah Ta'ala as
time goes on. Hence, He is the Creator before the
creation (came into existence) and He is the Creator
after the creation (is annihilated). When we say that
He was the Creator before the creation, it means that
He was able to create and He had this Power and
Knowledge. He brought the creation into existence
when He so desired and Willed. Just as the Quality
of creation was always with Him, so too were all His
other Perfect Qualities. All His Qualities were always
there in His Being, regardless of whether they were
made apparent or not. He was (is and will be) able to
show what He wanted of His Qualities when He
desired. He does whatever He Wills. He protects
when He pleases, He nourishes when He wants. He
gives life to whom He pleases and gives death also to
who and when He pleases. Just like a writer, at the
time of writing, is regarded as a writer by his action
(of physically writing). His quality of being a writer
will not be removed from Him when He is not in the
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act of writing, because He is a writer by his mere
ability. That is, the quality of writing is an integral
part of His being. He will act according to it, when
and how He desires.

“It was not ! only after the act of creation that
He could be described as ‘The Creator’' nor was it
only by the act of origination that He could be
described as ‘The Originator’'. He was always the
Rabb, even when there was nothing to be Rabb
of, and always the Creator, even when there was
no creation. In the same way that He is the
‘Bringer to life of the dead’, after He has brought
them to life a first time, and deserves this name
before bringing them to life, so too, He deserves
the name of ‘Creator’ before He had created
them. This is because He has the Power to do
everything, everything is dependent on Him,
everything is easy for Him, nnd He does not need
anything. ‘There is nothing like Him and He is
The Hearer, The Seer’.”

1). Indeed the Qur'aan Shareef attributes these
Quualities to His Pure Being, whilst using the past
tense. Also, all the pure and perfect qualities are
attributed to His Great Names, when it says: “And
Allaah is Aware of all things”, “And Allaah
encompasses all things”, “And Allaah has power
over thqt”, “And Allaach has power over all
things”, “And Allaah is All-Hearing, All-Seeing”,
“And Allaah is Independent and worthy of all
Praise” — The use of the word “kaana” in these
sentences indicates that all these qualities existed in
Allaah Ta’ala from before and are still existent. They
are all inherent in His Being. This proves that His
Being was always existent. They also indicate
towards this fact that His Knowledge was always
existent, with His Being and it is present in His
Name. It was there before He created the creation. Its
existence was unaffected by the creation. When it is
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established that the enactment of these Qualities
remained unchanged and unaffected by the creation,
they were before as they are now and will always
remain so. Similarly, the Names of these Qualities
always were and will always remain the same. They
are not merely names that exist at the time of
enactment. They are inherent Qualities to His Being.
As Allaah Ta'ala mentions: "He is Allaah, the
Creator, the Perfect Maker, the Fashioner Who
has the most beautiful names. Whatever is in the
heavens and the earth glorifies Him. He is the
Mighty (with absolute power), the Wise (with
absolute knowledge and wisdonﬂ." {Surah Hashar, verse 24}

These Qualities are mentioned with a few others in
this Aayat and they are neither restricted to place,
time nor tense. The clear indication is that He was
Creator, Inventor and Bestower, before He created
the creation and always before that. Also, that He
had these Qualities after He created the creation
until forever.

We have therefore established that Allaah Ta"ala was
always with His Qualities and will always remain
with them. Just as we would not call a writer, a
writer, only when he does the act of writing, but the
title of ‘writer’ will be given to a person who had the
quality of writing even before he actually does some
writing and after he writes.
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“He created ! creation with His Knowledge. He
appointed destinies 2 for those He created. He
allotted 3 to them fixed life spans.”

“He created ! creation with His Knowledge.
1). As Allaah Ta'ala says: “Does the One Who
created (you and your actions) not know" (surah Muk,
verse 14). Logically and rationally, we accept that it is
the Creator of everything that has bestowed the
creation with knowledge and perfection, because He

is the One Who has created everything. He is the One
Who has started the creation and laid down for it, its
guidelines. As He says: “Our Rabb is He Who
granted each thing its (appropriate) form and
then guided it (showed it what it ought to be doing
and how to liUE). o {Surah Taahaa, verse 20} It is not possible
for the Creator of perfection to be free of it, in fact He
is most worthy of it and He is the One Who had it
first. It is necessary for the Creator to have full
knowledge of His creation, even before it was created.
If this was not the case, then how would He have laid
things down (created it) if He was ignorant,
Nauthubillaah!

He appointed destinies 2 for those He created.
2). As Allaah Ta ala says: He (Allaah) has created
everything, and then meticulously perfected
them.” (surah Furgaan, verse 2). Allaah Ta'ala says in
another Aayat: “We have certainly created
everything by (finely calculated) measure (so that
everything meets the requirements for its task and so
that everything happens when it is destined to
happen). 5 [Surah Qamar, verse 48}

In another Aayat, Allaah Ta'ala states: "We have
with Us the treasures of all things (rain, mineral
wealth, food, spiritual guidance, etc) and We send
them down omnly in stipulated quantities (as the
need arises, according to Allaah's wisdom)" (suran Hir,

verse 21},

He allotted 3 to them fixed life spans.”
3). As Allaah Ta'ala says: Allaah has created the
heavens and the earth with the truth (for good
reason) and for an appointed term (Have they not
deduced that just as everything else in this world
comes to an end, so too will the universe come to an
end on the Day of Qivaamah, when everyone will be
required to face Allaah?). (However,) Many people
reject their meeting with their Rabb (even though
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their very logic demands that a time must come
when wrong-doers have to be taken to task and
gOOd*dOCrS have to be rewarded}." {Surah Room. verse B}

The appointed term of a thing is its lifespan (age).
The age of everything is specified. As Allaah Taala
says: “ all that is between them”, i.e. the age of
everything between the heavens and the earth is
specified and set out. The completion (of a things life-
span) is death. Hence, everything, that is between
the heavens and the earth has been specified with a
limit to its life-span. Everything will expire at the end
of its specified time. The Qur'aan has mentioned the
expiry of many things that exist in the universe, like
the jinn, man, stars, etc.
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“Nothing about them was hidden ! from Him
before He created them, and He knew 2
everything that they would do before He created
them. He ordered 3 them to obey Him and forbade
them to disobey Him. Everything + happens
according to His decree and Will, and His Will is
accomplished.”

“Nothing about them was hidden ! from Him
before He created them,
1).  The commentary of this is as was explained by
the author 4 4sa, in the previous commentary of “He
created creation with His knowledge”, and the Aayat:
“Does the One Who created (you and your actions)
not know” [Surah Mulk, verse 14)

and He knew ? cverything that they would do
before He created them.
2).  Two things are derived from the Aayaat; one is
that the Creator of the creation is Allaah Ta'ala, as
He says: “And Allaah has created you and
whatever you do” (surah saaffaat, verse 96). Second is that
the Creator of things, Knows about them, as He says;

“Does the One Who created (you and your actions)
not know'" (surah Mulk, verse 14|

Hence, it is established from the combination of
these two Aayaat, that indeed Allaah Ta'ala is
knowledgeable of the actions of the creation even
before they were created. This is so because it is He
Who has laid down for them whatever actions they
execute. Then how is it possible for the One Who has
laid down their (creation’s) actions, and then He is
not aware of what He has laid down?

He ordered” them to obey Him and forbade them to disobey Him.
3). As Allaah Ta’ala says: "Verily Allaah instructs
(people to carry out) justice, Ihsaan (do things well,
as well as doing everything with the consciousness
that Allaah is watching), and giving (charity) to
relatives. And Allaah forbids immoral behaviour,
evil and oppression. He advises you so that you
may take heed (and thereby save ourselves from
ruin and Jahannam)." {surah Nahi, verse 90}

The Quraan Shareef is replete with Commands and
Prohibitions. The author, by stating: “He ordered
them to obey Him”, indicates towards the fact that
mankind is restrained by the Shari'ah, with his
intelligence, understanding and choice. Man is not
inanimate, that he has no intelligence, or Shari'ah,
or guide. He was not created in vain. He was neither
left useless, nor in futility nor in vain. He was
created to obey his Creator and to worship Him. It is
necessary for the creation to act in accordance to the
pleasures of His Rabb. He should not traverse the
path (of life) except by abiding to the Commands of
Allaah Ta'ala and .abstaining from whatever he has
been prohibited from. He has been ordered to obey
Allaah Ta'ala and has been ordained to abstain from
the prohibitions.
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Everything + happens according to His decree
and Will, and His Will is accomplished.”
4). Allaah Ta'ala has stated regarding the wind:
"We placed the wind at his service, which would blow
gently by his command (transporting him) wherever
he wished to gO." [Surah Saad. verse 36}

Allaah Ta'ala states regarding the sun: "The sun
travels towards its destination (within its orbit
without straying from its course). This is the
arrangement of the Mighty, the All Knowing."

[Surah Yaaseen, verse 38}

Allaah Ta'ala states regarding the ships:
"...including the ships that navigate the oceans
by His command?" |surah Hajj. verse 65). Such examples
are plentiful in the Qur'aan-e-Kareem.
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“The only will that people have is what He Wills
! for them. What He Wills for occurs and what
He does not Will, does not occur. He gives
guidance 2 to whoever He Wills, and protects
them, and keeps them safe from harm, out of His
Generosity ? and He leads astray whoever he
Wills, and abases them, and afflicts them, out of
His Justice 4.”

“The only will that people have is what He Wills
! for them. What He Wills _for occurs and what
He does not Will, does not occur.

1). As Allaah Ta'ala says: "You cannot will
anything without Allaah’s will"” (suran insaan. verse 30}

How true is the following saying:

“Whatever You have not desired, will occur, even if I
did not desire so
And whatever I desire, if You have not desired it, it
will not occur.”

He gives guidance 2 to whoever He Wills, and
protects them, and keeps them safe from harm,

2). As Allaah Ta'ala says: " Allaah sends astray
whom He wills and He shall place whom He wills on
the straight path (Islaam)."” (surah An‘'aam, verse 39}

As Allaah Taala mentions that Hadhrat Moosa =
said: This is but a test from You by means of which
You send astray whoever You please and guide
whoever You please." (surah Araaf, verse 155}

As Allaah Ta'ala says: "Whoever Allaah wishes to
guide, He expands his bosom for Islaam (by placing
the light of Imaan into it). (On the other hand,)
Whoever He desires to send astray, He narrows and
constricts his bosom (by means of wayward ideas so
that it cannot accept Imaan)..." {Surah An‘aam, verse125 }

These texts point to this fact that whatever Allaah
Wills will take place and whatever He does not Will

‘does not take place. How can something occur in His

Domain that He does not Desire?

Guidance, deviation, honour and disgrace, all of this
is subjected to the Will of Allaah Ta ala.

out of His Generosity 3 and
3). Generosity, is granted to the deserving servant.
And Allaah Ta’ala showers blessings upon him as He
warrants it. Allaah Ta'ala's Generosity is a
benefaction upon His servants. His protection for the
servant is to safeguard him from any harm.

He leads astray whoever he Wills, and a:‘::ases
them, and afflicts them, out of His Justice4.”

4). Adl (Allaah Taala Justice) upon His slaves is
the retribution and compensation (for their actions)
without any excesses or oppression. The servant of
Allaah Ta’ala is given his just rewards for his (evil)
actions, without any excessiveness or harm. Hence
Adl is the equal retribution of that which is by Allaah
Ta ala without excessiveness or holding back.
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Therefore, Allaah Ta'ala's blessings are from His
Generosity and punishments and hardships are from
His Adl. As Allaah Ta'ala says: “(O mankind!) The
misfortunes that afflict you are a result of the
(evil) actions you earn, and (because of your many
sins, you deserve to suffer even more adversities, but)
Allaah pardons a great deal (of your sins, because
of which you are spared many more hardships).” surah
Shura, verse 30}

Hence the affliction of punishment is in proportion to
the doings of man. This is an indication of His Adl.
His Forgiveness, even though one is not deserving
thereof, is a sign of His Generosity. As Allaah Ta’ala
says: "Whatever good comes to you is _from Allaah
and whatever misfortune befalls you is from
yourselves (because of the evil that you do)" (suran Nisaa,
verse 76]. The bestowment of goodness and blessings is
reward multiplied. It is granted by Allaah Ta'ala
upon whomsoever He wishes. The affliction of
punishment and difficulties is from the Adl of Allaah
Ta’ala, which is in lieu for the (evil) actions of man.
All of man are at the beck and call of the desire of
Allaah Ta'ala and are suspended between His Mercy
and Adl.
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“All of them are subject to His Will between
either His Generosity or His justice. No one can
ward off! His Decree"”

1).  As Allaah Ta'ala says: "If Allaah afflicts you
with (any) harm, none can remove it besides Him.
(On the contrary,) If He intends (any) good for you,
then none can prevent His grace (none can stop the
good from reaching you). He bestows His grace on
those of His bondsmen whom He pleases and He is

the Most Forgiving. the Most Merciful." (surah Yunus, verse
107}

As Allaah Ta'ala says: There is none to withhold the
mercy Allaah opens to His people (such as rain,
sustenance, spiritual upliftment), and there is none
to release the mercy that He withholds. He is the
Mighty (Able to do as He pleases without anyone to
challenge Him), the Wise (knows exactly when and
on whom to shower His mercy)" {surah Faatir, verse 2}.

Allaah Ta'ala says: "Undoubtedly, if you ask them
(the Mushrikeen) who created the heavens and the
earth, they will certainly reply, “Allaah!” Say, “Tell me
about those whom you worship besides Allaah. If
Allaah wishes that any harm should afflict me, can
they avert the harm? Or if Allaah wishes to shower
mercy upon me, are they able to restrain His mercy?”
Say, “Allaah is enough for me, and only in Him
should those who have trust place their trust.”
(Although the Mushrikeen worshipped many idols,
they acknowledged that it was Allaah Who created
the universe and Who had control over everything)
{Surah Zumar, verse 38}.

Allaah Ta'ala says: "When Allaah intends evil
(misfortune) to befall a nation, there is none to turn
it away it. They (on whom the evil befalls) will have
no helper besides Allaah." (surah Ra'ad, verse 11}
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“Or put back ! His Command or overpower ? His
affairs. He is exalted beyond having opposites
or equals 4. We believe 5 in all of this and are
certain that everything comes _from Him. And we
are certain that Muhammad ¢ (sallallahu alaihi
wasallam)”

“Or put back ! His Command
1). As Allaah Ta'ala says: "Allaah commands (His
creation) and there is none to avert (prevent) His
command. He is swift in reckoning (calling people
to account for their actions)." (surah Ra'ad, verse 41)
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or overpower 2 His affairs.
2). As Allaah Ta ala says: "Allaah is Predominant
(keeps prevailing) over His affairs, but most people
do not know (the secrets of divine planning)." (suran
Yusufl, verse 21}
He is exalted beyond having opposites 2

3). Opposites refer to adversaries, whether they
are similar or not. It is not possible for anything to be
an adversary to Allaah Ta’ala in any aspect. He does
what He pleases and He decrees as He Wills. As
Allaah Ta'ala says: Say, “He Allaah is One.” swan

Ikhlaas, verse 1) :
or equals 4.
4). Equals are similarities. It is not possible for
anything to be equal to Allaah Ta'ala in any aspect.
As Allaah Ta’ala says: "So never make others equal
(partners) to Allaah (in worship) when you know
(that they cannot create’ as Allaah creates and
therefore do not deserve to be worshipped)” (suran Baqara.
verse 221. As Allaah Ta'ala says: “There is none equal
to Him (neither in His Being nor in His qualities).”
{Surah [khlaas, verse 4}
We believe s in all of this and are certain that
everything comes from Him.
5). Imaan means to recognise the Truth with
certainty, and with absolute submissiveness and
true acceptance. Yageen means the establishment (of
Imaan) in one's heart. That is, we believe with
absolute certainty in our hearts and our firm belief is
that there is no opposite or equal to Allaah Ta"ala.
And we are certain that Muhammad ¢ (sallallahu
alaihi wasallam)” '
6). Allaah Taala mentions regarding him in His
Noble Kitaab, by two praiseworthy names, i.e.
Muhammad and Ahmad. Allaah Ta'ala says, in the
first instance: "As for those who have Imaan, who
do righteous deeds and who believe in what has
been revealed to Muhammad #..." [Surah Muhammad .

verse 2}
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Secondly, Allaah Ta'ala says from Hadhrat Isaa &
"...and (I am) giving (you) the good mews of a
Rasool to come after me (among the Arabs), whosE
name will be Ahmad (referring to Rasulullaah #).

(Surah Sall, verse 6}

He 4 is the Divinely-sent epitome in this universe of
knowledge, appearance, beauty, status, honour and
perfection. He is unique amongst the creation and
there is none in the creation that is _like him. Nabi 4z
said: “The first thing that Allaah Ta ala cre'eafed was
my Noor and He sealed (Nabuwwaat) with IE. Nabi %
said: “The Nabuwwaat was sealed with me.

Hence he was the first of creation in being crt?ate'd
and he was seal of Ambiyaa. May Allaah Ta'ala’s
choicest blessings and peace be upon him.

**!ﬂk#*##*#***i******#**ilr******************t********-i#***#

“Is His chosen servant! and selected 2 Rasul”

“Is His chosen servant?

1). He excels in the perfection of being Allaah
Ta'ala’s bondman, because indeed this perfection of
his is of the highest stage and is the root of all
perfection. Nabi # was the noblest spegunen of
perfection (amongst the creation). It is for this reason
that Allaah Ta'ala refers to him in the dearest of
terms, with the word “"Abd" (slave), when Allaah
Ta'ala says: "Pure is that Being Who transported
His slave (R(ISU.IU.HCI(Ih _ﬁj by ﬂ.l.ght" {Surah Bani lsraa'eel,
verse 1. Allaah Ta'ala says: When Allaah’s sl@e
(Rasulullaah #) stood up to supplicate to (worship)
Him, they (the Kuffaar) densely crowd mpupd
him (to intimidate him so that he stops worshipping
Allaah)."” {surah Jinn. verse 19}

Allaah Ta'ala says: “Then (Allaah) sent that
revelation to His slave, which He revealed" isurah Najm.
verse 10}

Allaah Ta’ala says: "If you are in doubt about what
We have revealed to Our bondsman..." (surah 2. verse 23}
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Allaah Ta'ala says: "Blessed indeed is the Being
'ﬁf’hn revealed the Decider (the Qur'aan, which
differentiates between right and wrong, Halaal and
Haraam. etc) to His bondsman (Rasulullaah #)..."
{Surah Furgaan, verse 1} .
It is due to all this that our Nabi # deserves the
highest stage in honour and status. He deserves the
noblest position amongst all the creation. He is the
leader of all of Bani Aadam (mankind). He was the
chief and the leader of all the Ambiyaa.

and selected 2 Rasul”

2} As Allaah Ta'ala says: “...and who follow the
Rasool (who is also) the untutored Nabi
(Muhammad &, about) whom they find (his name
;md i:iescription] written in the Torah and the
A:}\jaﬁfersg?gi}l:h of which they have) with them. (suran
Allaah Ta'ala says, speaking to Nabi #%: " O Nabi #%!
We have certainly sent you as a witness (who will
bear testimony against the Kuffaar of all nations on
the Day of Qiyaamah), a carrier of good news (to
the Mu'mineen that they will ‘enjoy Jannah), a
warner." [suran Ahzaab, verse 45} '

!tsme****t**#**ltt##t*****!v****tt**%***********t*!***#i****=|t

“And His Messenger with whom He is well
pleased !. And that he is the seal of all

Ambiyaa?”
“And His Messenger with whom He is well
pleased 1,
1) As Allaah Ta'ala says: "Muhammad i is

Allaah’s Rasool” (suran Fatah, verse 209;. In another Aayat
Allaah Ta’ala says: "Muhammad & is but a Rasooi
(Of Allaah)"” isuran Aal Imraan, verse 144). In another Aayat
Allaah Ta’ala says, addressing Nabi %: "O Rasool ss!
Propagate what (everything that) has been
revealed to you _from your Rabb” surah Maa'iaan, verse &7}
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The words “Istafaa”, “ljtabaa” and “Irtadhaa” are all
similar in meaning. The aim here is to explain the
fact that Nabi % was specially chosen as a Rasul and
granted the honour of conveying the Message.
Indeed, Nabuwwaat is a gift from Allaah Rabbul
[zzat, it is not something that can be earned by the
servant of Allaah. As Allaah Ta'ala says: "Allaah
knows best where He wishes to place His
message (Allaah knows who qualifies to be His
Rasool and where to send him)" (surah Anaam, verse 124}
Allaah Taala says: "Your Rabb creates whatever
He wills and selects (whoever He wills to be a Nabi
and whatever injunctions He deems appropriate for a
nation)” (surah Qasas, verse 68}.

And that he is the seal of all Ambiyaa?”
2). As Allaah Ta'ala says: "Muhammad # is not
the father of any men among you, but he is Allaah’s
Rasool and the seal of all Ambiyaa (after whom there
shall never come another Nabi)" (surah ahzaab, verse 40}

The numerous Ahaadith relating the Nabi ¥ being
the seal of Ambiyaa have reached the rank of
“Tawaatur” (i.e. they are authentic to the highest
degree). The Nabuwwaat has been sealed with regard
to the necessities of the Deen and the foundations of
it are perfected. This is corroborated by the
Qur aanic text, when Allaah Ta'ala says: "Today I
have perfected your Deen for you'" (surah Maaidah, verse
3. That person who denies this fact or interprets it
in any other way becomes a kaafir, since
interpretations in the foundations of the Deen are of
no consequence.

Know that all the perfections in man are subservient
to the perfections of Nabuwwaat and all the
perfections of Nabuwwaat are subservient to the Seal
of Ambiyaa. He that is the Seal, is the culmination of
the perfections and achievements of all the
predecessors. In fact the fountainhead of all
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mankind was Muhammad (sallallahu alaihi
wasallam). The text of the Qur'aan and the claim of
Nabi % bear testimony to the fact that he is in fact
the seal of all Ambiyaa. Nabi # said (part of a lengthy
Hadith): “I am the seal of all Ambiyaa”, Nabi % also
said: “The Nabuwwaat has been sealed with me.”

And he #, due to his being the Seal of all
Nabuwwaat, was perfect in all attributes (of man), to
the highest degree, as far as knowledge, actions,
creation, status and honour is concerned. However,
as far as his knowledge is concerned it surpassed the
combined knowledge of all his predecessors and
followers. Nabi # said: “I was given the knowledge of
all the former and latter peoples.” As far as his %
verifying whatever is with the Ambiyaa, Allaah Ta ala
says, addressing the Ambiyaa .» ..: "...when there
comes to you a Rasool (Muhammad #£) confirming
what is with you..." {Surah Aal Imraan, verse 81}. 10 confirm
whatever is with the others is not possible except
with the knowledge that was bestowed upon them.
As for his actions and example (Sunnah), it is also
the fountainhead of all the excellent character of the
former and latter generations. It is for this reason
that Allaah Ta'ala has made this (the example and
Sunnah of Nabi %) a means of salvation for all those
who desire Allaah Ta'ala and the Day of Qiyaamah.
Allaah Ta'ala says: "There is definitely an
excellent example in Allaah’s Rasool 3 for the
one who fear